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Scandinavian Colonial. In the nineteenth century many Nor-
wegian, Swedish, and Danish immigrants settled in Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Iowa, the Dakotas, and Washington. Their first farm
homes were usually dugouts or log cabins, which were soon re-
placed by frame houses. The pioneers made most of their plain,
strong furniture, except the chests that had contained their clothing
and food on the sea voyage. Log chairs, plain benches and stools,
plain beds and sofas with slats, on which were placed ticks filled
with straw, corn husks, or feathers, cradles with solid half-moon
rockers, trestle tables, and cupboards with nail-pierced tin panels
were typical pieces. Some of the furniture was stained or painted
black, and sometimes it was decorated with painted rococo scrolls
and flower motifs like those in Scandinavia.
Scandinavian Colonial furnishings can be studied in various mu-
seums. The Norwegian-American Historical Museum at Decorah,
Iowa, contains extensive pioneer material. Swedish collections
are located at the American Institute of Swedish Art, Literature,
and Science in Minneapolis and in the Art Institute of Chicago.
Scandinavian influence is illustrated in rooms on pages 104 and 105.
Southern Highlands. This term has been applied to the moun-
tain region of eastern Tennessee and western North Carolina, over-
lapping the adjacent borders of Kentucky, Virginia, South Caro-
lina, and Georgia. The inhabitants, who are mostly of Scottish
descent, have retained their primitive pioneer culture to a remark-
able degree, because of their geographical isolation and their limited
resources and educational opportunities. Their log cabins were
furnished with spool beds, turned-leg tables, cupboards of the
dresser or hutch types, corner cupboards, high chests of drawers,
blanket chests, wine cabinets, straight chairs, and mammy benches
on rockers. The furniture was made of black walnut, maple, pine,
cherry, or holly wbod and was sometimes decorated slightly with
grooves, moldings, or paint. Star, rope, barber-pole, bell-flower,
diamond, and scroll motifs were employed.
Benea College in Kentucky, Berry College near Rome, Georgia,
Pi Beta Phi Settlement School in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, Campbell
Folk School, Brasstown, North Carolina, and many guilds, as well
as shops, have promoted the revival of the beautiful old textiles,
pottery, and basketry of this region. Such products are pleasing
additions to any of the cottage types of furnishings.

